
Christmas Showcase 2018 

Wednesday 5th & Thursday 6th December welcomed the 2018 Dove House Christmas 

Showcase. Including performances from year 8 to year 11, ranging from Key Stage 4 

Drama BTEC work, Key Stage 3 Shakespeare adaptations to a mixture of contempo-

rary dance recitals. All students who took part studied and practiced relentlessly to 

achieve two very successful ‘sell out’ evenings. The Key Stage 4 work was document-

ed and will be used as evidence for the student’s qualifications in their summer 2019 

finals. 



The evenings also welcomed performances from the Dance and Singing clubs where 

students gave up their own time to embrace the Arts further after school. Huge thanks 

must be given to all the teachers and student helpers who worked over the run of the 

show to ensure a smooth and seamless theatrical production. 





 The pupils were given the chance to play 

cricket within some world class facilities af-

ter attending regular sessions on a Friday 

night here at Dove House run by Hampshire 

cricket. Fridays have given the pupils a 

chance to practise their skills and the event 

in Hampshire offered the opportunity to 

test themselves against pupils from around 

the county.  The Friday sessions will be 

back after Christmas continuing at the 

same time of 4 until 5.30pm. 

Cricket at The Ageas Bowl 

 

A number of our pupils attended the Lord Taverners Super 1s cricket competition at 

the Ageas bowl. The event was covered by BBC South Today with a few recognisable 

faces making prime time television.   



Trampolining  
 

All year groups have recently been trampolining during PE lessons.  After learning 
how to perform basic shapes, pupils have gone on to learn more complex skills incor-

porating twists and rotations.  In Key Stage 4, some students have been learning 
somersault progressions and many of them can now perform somersaults without 

support.  The PE department are also very impressed with Josh Futcher's ability to 
link front and back somersaults together.  

Girls Sports Club  

Girls have continued to enjoy taking part in sports activities on Tuesday lunchtimes.  

From January, there is now a 'Girls Sports Club' option during 'My Time.'  Pupils will get 

the opportunity to try out new activities and use local facilities.  A trip is planned to Ba-

singstoke Sports Centre in January.   

PE after Christmas 

Due to the expected cold weather next term, pupils are reminded to bring warm 

clothing to PE lessons please.  Blue or black jogging bottoms and jumpers are recom-

mended.   



You will be pleased to know that the Year 8 students are now capable of saving your 

life in an emergency as we have looked at the recovery position, CPR and making 

emergency telephone calls in our first aid sessions.  

Year 7s have made a great start in Life Skills, thinking about their own personal 

strengths and weaknesses and how to live a healthy lifestyle.   

In World Studies, students have been thinking about their local community and its 

features, including a range of community walks and surveys of their local area.  

We have been busy in Life Skills, thinking about 

our economic wellbeing, including how to save 

money, where we keep money and, of course, a 

spot of shopping.  In Key Stage 4, we have even 

begun thinking about how we can make money 

with the Year 10 Life Skills and Foundation Learn-

ers all raising money for charity by running a 

competition for teachers.  Mr Hill and Mrs Verner-

Jeffreys were delighted with their sweetie prizes. 



Fund raising 

In September KS4 students 

who chose Food as an option, 

made and decorated cakes to 

sell for the Macmillan Big Cof-

fee morning.  Thanks to the 

generosity of students and 

staff they raised £127! 

Year 11 

The Year 11 BTEC students had an “Away Day” in October to begin the process of pre-

paring to cook and serve a meal for their final assessment. This involved a trip to Mor-

rison’s to buy ingredients for the meal and to look at ways to shop for value.  They 

then used the ingredients to prepare their own meal with a choice of Chilli con Carne, 

Spaghetti Bolognese and Fish Pie.  The day at Privett began with some activities to 

compare the energy values of different snack foods before doing a range of exercises 

for 5 mins to see if they burnt off the energy from their chosen snack.  Unfortunately 

most of them hadn’t!!  

They then learnt how to prepare garlic bread before sitting down for a really tasty 

lunch.  



Our final practical lesson this year had a very Christmassy theme with some lovely 

Christmas tree novelty cakes.   



Sky Studios Trip 

A selection of Year 11 Digital Media and Computing pupils got the opportunity of a 

lifetime earlier on in the term. We went on a trip to Sky TV Studios for a special tour 

and a workshop where we got the chance to film and edit our own movie trailer. Mr 

Dupont drove us all in the minibus and along the way we passed famous landmarks 

such as Twickenham Rugby Stadium. We were given special lanyards when we ar-

rived and our own room to eat our lunch in which had the biggest TV screen I have 

ever seen. (More than double the size of the screen in my computing room!) They 

had put an episode of Friends on for us to watch whilst eating our lunch. 

After being fed and watered, we were taken to another building; the home of Sky 

Sports. We had to go through very fancy security doors to be allowed in and all 

around the building were TVs showing Sky Sports and huge posters promoting differ-

ent channels. We were taken to our own Sky Skills Studio area and were given our 

own green screen recording and editing booth. Here we worked together in two 

groups to create a Sci-fi movie trailer. When we had finished, we were taken down a 

special corridor with a glass wall. Through the glass wall we were able to watch the 

live filming ok Sky Sports News. It was incredible! There were lots of people doing a 

wide range of roles behind the scenes which we found very interesting and inspiring. 

Overall an amazing day was had by all and we all wanted to go and work for Sky 

Sports (including Mr Dupont) because it was so much fun!   

Mrs Hill 



Sky Studios Trip (continued) 



Christmas Week at Dove House 

We have had a thoroughly enjoyable Christmas week here at Dove House.   

Trips to the cinema and theatre on Tuesday were great fun and students thoroughly 

enjoyed a brisk walk into town to be royally entertained by either Snow White or Fan-

tastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald. As ever, the students were impeccable 

throughout and a credit to you and the school. 

As you will see Wednesday’s Christmas dinner was enjoyed by all and it was lovely to 

see all the children socialising together over their dinner, resplendent in their Christ-

mas jumpers. 

At the time of writing we are very much looking forward to our Christmas assembly 

and the culmination of our term with the Christmas disco. 

Calshot Residential 2018 

On the 10th December 45 KS4 pupils to Calshot activity centre for a week long residen-

tial. The pupils took part in 5 days of activities including skiing, snowboarding, archery, 

rifle shooting, rock climbing, track cycling, abseiling and a range of problem solving 

and team building challenges. Through participating in these activities pupils were able 

develop their problem solving skills and resilience when facing challenging situations.  

Many of them were able to conquer some of their fears.  

The week was one of the best weeks we have ever had at Calshot. Despite some in-

credibly cold windy weather our pupils showed fantastic determination in all of the ac-

tivities and all of the instructors were blown away by their positive attitudes and will-

ingness to step outside their comfort zones to be challenged. It is almost impossible to 

pick out individuals as each pupil had their own amazing achievements and stories to 

tell by the end of the week whether it be making it to the top of the climbing wall, 

completing the abseil, skiing or snowboarding for the first time or hitting the gold in 

the archery. We had a fantastic week and can’t wait to go back again next year.  



A cracking term! 

Christmas is a great time for reflection. A time to look back at all the great achieve-

ments of the past – and at Post 16 we are mightily impressed by all that we have 

achieved so far this year! 

Welcoming in the New!  This September we welcomed our third cohort of year 12s 

and we are glad to say that they’ve turned out to be a pretty good bunch! The learners 

all quickly settled into the Post 16 routine and have been working really hard in all 

their studies. 

Gardening in the community.  A large part of their business community and enter-

prise work has involved the learners going out to assist the elderly of Basingstoke with 

their gardens. A massive amount of leaves and weeds were collected from residents’ 

gardens as our guys busied themselves with clearing and raking. Fantastic work and 

well done to everybody involved – your efforts were very much appreciated! 

Autumn trip to Wisley.   Staying on a horticultural theme, the year 12s were lucky 

enough to be invited to RHS Wisley, to see the gardens in autumn and to help out with 

some harvesting. They also had the opportunity to plant onions and garlic, and prepare 

the vegetable beds for winter. It was a brilliant day and we all learnt so much – thank 

you to Lettie and the RHS team. 



Keeping people safe.  Earlier in the year, Post 16 joined forces with Network Rail to 

promote public awareness on railway safety. The year 13s worked with Marcia Burnett, 

from the Wessex Route Community Safety Team, to produce and deliver a safety cam-

paign aimed at secondary school children with the aim to making them more aware of 

the dangers of playing on the railway. The learners worked very hard on their script 

and public speaking skills. The presentation was well received and as a result the 

learners became the first in the country to gain an ASDAN award in Railway safety. 

Congratulations, you were amazing! 

Work placement news.  The year 13’s have also moved up a gear with their work 

placements and now go out three days a week. It was a huge step for them all and 

some will admit that it was a bit tougher than they were expecting, but with the right 

determination and effort they have all risen to the challenge and are doing brilliantly 

well.  

There have also been great placements with the year 12’s as they explore their world 

of work and get a feel for future careers. Some of you in particular have blown us away 

with your enthusiasm and energy – well done guys – keep it up!   

 We would like to thank all of our business partners for their continued support of our 

young people and for giving them such brilliant opportunities.  

And finally…  the year 12’s recently took a trip up to the Houses of Parliament, 

whereby they learned all about of the British system of government and how it affects 

us at a local level.  The learners all looked incredibly smart on the day and their behav-

iour was excellent.  Thanks everyone, we felt very proud of you. 

Looking ahead to 2019.  2019 is promising to be an amazing year – so to all at Post 

16 – well done for all of your hard work this year – have a great Christmas and we will 

see you bright and breezy on Monday 7th January! 



Super volunteering! 

Congratulations to Annarose who is doing 

amazing work at her weekend volunteering 

job. Annarose has been working in her local 

charity shop for the last month. This is a 

busy shop that takes unwanted items and 

sells them to people that do want them. 

Annarose has been helping sort the dona-

tions, clean items, price up the goods and 

then arrange them on the shop floor.  The 

staff have said that Annarose has a keen eye 

for fashion and is a natural! 

Not only is Annarose learning skills that she 

will be able to use in future employment, 

she is helping an organisation to make   

money which is then distributed to local 

charities, clubs and organisations. 

Well done Annarose; you are definitely  

making a difference to other people’s lives! 

All Our Own Crafts 

Key Stage 3 and 4 pupils have been 

creating products in woodcraft Op-

tions on a Friday afternoon to sell in 

a shop in town called All Our Own 

Crafts.   

Pupils have made picture frames, 

bird houses, key holders and other 

decorative products.  We have so 

far earned £220 towards school pro-

jects. 



Dyslexia Awareness Week 

2018 

This year Dyslexia Awareness Week was 

held from 1st– 7th October 2018.   Dyslexia 

affects approximately one in ten people in 

the UK, that’s over 6 million people.    

Connor Bates, Michael Bates and Louise 

Walker helped PALS staff, Mrs Walsh and Ms 

Harrington to teach pupils how to use      

syllable division to help with spelling. The 

event was well attended. 

Mr Corry and Mrs Evans will be running the 

London Marathon in April.  They are busy 

training and have already begun raising 

money for Macmillan Cancer support.  They 

will be organising fundraising activities next 

term and also have 'Just Giving' fundraising 

pages if you would like to sponsor them.   

Marathon challenge 

London Irish Rugby club will be delivering our exciting new Rugby club 

on Wednesday’s after school starting in January. This is an excellent op-

portunity to receive professional rugby coaching right here at Dove 

House School. There are many other fabulous clubs running, please see 

the attached list. Clubs start on Monday 14th January unless otherwise 

stipulated. 

Clubs 



In the annual tradition, the school held its whole school Christmas dinner on the 19th 

December. Staff served pupils at their tables to the sounds of Christmas songs. Lots 

of awful Christmas crackers jokes were told and Sue the kitchen chef excelled herself 

with turkey and stuffing balls! 

School Christmas dinner 



Merry Christmas everyone! The last day of term has finally arrived and time to reflect 

on another very successful term. In September we reflected on some fabulous Year 11 

results and it is a delight to know that all of them are busily working in colleges now 

with many of them thriving at our Post 16 centre. Equally, huge congratulations to our 

Year 7s who have made huge progress this term. Our many characters have kept us 

on our toes but they are making excellent progress academically and socially. 

In classrooms we have been focusing on ‘stretch and challenge’ this term. In every 

lesson it is our aim to ensure that all students are challenged appropriately. It is clear 

from the many learning walks we have undertaken that we have an incredibly skilled 

bunch of teachers/support staff at Dove House who deliver fabulously exciting and 

challenging lessons on a daily basis. 

Our Post 16 students are thriving under the care of Mrs Stroud and her team, students 

have been highly successful in their workplaces and aim to develop their gardening 

business even further in the new year, watch this space! 

It has been a great term for the Dove House teaching environment with the new gym 

and PE classroom up and running – it is a wonderful facility...the changing rooms 

should be ready for use in the new year. The main building is now water tight and 

work is gathering pace, it looks incredible and we cannot wait to move in over the 

Easter Holidays. 

Staffing wise, congratulations to Mrs Day and Mrs Raybould on welcoming their second 

children and, Mrs Rebettes who had baby number 3 during this term. We wish Miss 

Harvey good luck on her Maternity Leave. We have welcomed Mr Clark (Performing 

Arts), Mrs Cameron (Maths) and Mrs Peart (English) to the team. 

It is goodbye to Mrs Speirs who has been with us for 7 years to take up a part time 

role in a local secondary school (we shall certainly miss her enthusiasm and love of 

teaching) and to Miss Grigsby, our Business and Finance director, who is relocating to 

Cornwall. Miss Grigsby has been a driving force in the school’s extremely rapid growth 

and progress over many years including the development of our SCITT, the purchase 

of Privett and winning bids for our fabulous new buildings. All is not lost as Miss Grigs-

by will be continuing to work part time for us from her Cornwall home – we wish her 

well in her new venture. Mrs Aldridge has been appointed in the role of Finance and 

Operations Manager from January, we wish her well. Also joining us in the English de-

partment in the new year are Mrs Watkins and Miss Frost. 

As ever, I am absolutely thrilled with the academic and personal development progress 

our students have made this term. They all remain an absolute credit to you and thank 

you very much to the help and support you give them and us. 

Have a lovely holiday and a prosperous New Year. 


