
On Friday 15th June, it was the turn of this year’s Year 11 pupils to celebrate their five 

years at Dove House School and their graduation onto their next chapter, at the 

school prom.  

Held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, the venue once again provided a wonderful backdrop 

for this momentous and special evening, including a buffet, disco and even a red car-

pet!  

All of the pupils looked incredibly impressive and smart and many arrived in serious 

style! For those watching from the red carpet, we were treated by the arrival of sports 

cars, classic cars, a horse-drawn carriage and even a plethora of motorbikes, which 

drove in while painting the air with brightly-coloured smoke flares!  

A wonderful evening was had by all and the school was once again pleased and proud 

to host such a special and memorable evening for our pupils to remember for a long 

time to come. The many efforts of Year 11 pupils to raise money throughout the 

school year also made the event possible; they certainly reaped the rewards of their 

efforts!  







Sports Awards 
 Sport           Most improved     Outstanding achievement 

Basketball    Danny James    Vinnie Hosey  

Fitness      Hayden Dowsett    Stephen Browne 

Multi-sports    Sean Boddy    Milo Hunter 

Golf      Kieren Morrison   Sam Taylor 

Netball     Orla Galloway    Maddy Mead 

Trampolining    Shaileigh West   Josh Futcher 

Martial Arts    Martin Anguita   Isaac Brain & Max Thompson 

Athletics    Ella Pinfold    Natascha Buckley 

Cricket     David Brain    Year 10 pupil 

Cycling     Callum Howard    Sasha Bell 

Girls Football    Summer Vickers   Millie Weatherhead 

Boys Football   Michael Hollis    Zack Eben-Amine 

Swimming    Jacob King-Wood   Connor & Michael Bates 

Chris Harper Award       Jack Udal 

Outstanding contribution (Gold Nordic Cup) Scott Howe  



Outstanding contribution (Gold Nordic Cup) goes to Scott Howe  

KS3 Football 

The KS3 Football team took part in a  

5-a-side competition in Portsmouth. The 

boys were extremely impressive,  scoring 

more goals than the referees could even 

count! Some ever reliable goalkeeping 

from Zack Eben Aimine ensured the boys 

had a good platform to go forward and 

create as many scoring opportunities as 

they could. James Taylor and Harry Dew-

ey particularly impressed in front of goal. 

Liam Boyd and Kevin Pusceddu worked 

their socks off in the heat to create 

chances for the forward players.  

The boys won all of their games,         

continuing their fine unbeaten form as a 

team. A fantastic effort.  



On 22nd May, 14 girls travelled to 

Goals in Portsmouth to play in a 

county tournament.  Students from 

Portsmouth College led some skills 

sessions for our students when we 

arrived.  Each team then played 6 

matches.   

Both of our teams played brilliantly 

and there were plenty of goals to cel-

ebrate.  Particular mentions go to 

Natascha Buckley who made some 

fantastic saves in goal and also to 

Millie Weatherhead, Maddy Mead and 

Summer Vickers who all scored   

multiple times.  One of our teams 

won overall and the other came a      

creditable fourth place.  All involved 

shou l d  be  p r oud  o f  t he i r        

achievements, particularly those             

representing the school for football 

for the first time.   





The Key Stage Three cricket team headed to Winchester to attempt to retain the  

Hampshire Disability Cricket Trophy. Captained by Harry Dewey, they played three 

group games in an attempt to reach the final. Big runs from Liam Boyd and Luke     

Fulton saw the team win their first two games comfortably. Harry Dewey, Finley     

Ambrose and Alex Martin scored a number of boundaries each as they recorded their 

biggest victory in their third game. Jack Udal impressed the Hampshire coaches with 

some accurate overarm bowling. 

The final was contested against Grateley House. Dove House bowled first and in the 

first over, Finley Ambrose took an impressive caught and bowled wicket. Some         

impressive fielding from the whole team throughout the day and again in the final    

ensured the batsmen were chasing an achievable target. All the boys contributed with 

the bat, scoring regularly through their innings with some massive shots again from 

Luke Fulton and Harry Dewey. The boys managed to retain the trophy by scoring four 

runs more than their opposition and losing two wickets less. Well done to Harry and 

the team. 

Returning Champions in Cricket! 



We recently took two Netball teams to Eastleigh to take part in a skills session and a  

tournament. This was run by students from Barton Peveril college. The girls had a 

great day out and learned a lot about the game. One of our teams won second place 

in the tournament and top scorers were Shannon and Millie. Congratulations to      

everyone   involved. 



Dove House Athletics champions at Hampshire Games 

Three teams represented Basingstoke and Deane at the annual Hampshire Games, 

which was a total of 24 pupils, all from Dove House.  The squad members all had to 

compete in four different disciplines; sprinting, throwing, jumping and middle distance.  

We had a very strong squad with all competitors trying to perform to the best of their 

ability.  There were exceptional performances in the 600m with a heat of solely Dove 

House boys.  It was like an Olympic final, with it going right down to the finishing tape!  

We took both first and second place on the podium and it was a really successful day. 

Several members of the squad were regular attenders of the after-school Athletics club.  

If your child is interested in furthering their interest or skills then the club will be re-

starting after the summer holidays on a Tuesday afternoon between 3:10pm – 4:45pm. 



Year 10 NCFE PE: Coaching Year 5 & 6 pupils from 

Maple Ridge 

 

Pupils who have chosen to pursue 

their PE interest through an accred-

ited course complete an NCFE Level 

1 qualification. Part of their course-

work is to plan and deliver a sports 

coaching session.   

We are very fortunate that our 

close links with Maple Ridge give 

opportunity to run a session from 

start to finish. This entails perform-

ing risk assessments prior to the 

event, designing a certificate of 

achievement, planning for mixed 

ability pupils and then the actual 

communication of instructions.  A 

tough job!   

The group all worked very well    

together to deliver a very success-

ful and fun session.  



Sport Relief 2018 

At the end of March, we took part in Sport Relief 2018. We raised a fantastic £207.82 

by wearing our sports clothes and the colour red for the day. At lunch time, the pupils 

and staff took part in a number of sport-related activities including hockey,            

trampolining, cycling, colouring, beat the teacher penalty shootout and more. Thank 

you everyone for raising money for many good causes. 







Aquadrome Evening  

On 10th May, over 100 pupils were accompanied 

by 18 members of staff to spend a   fun-packed 

evening at the Aquadrome Centre for another 

year! 

This event is an annual fixture which is looked 

forward to by many and this year was no      

exception. As usual, pupils enjoyed the variety 

of facilities on offer, including the lagoon, the 

flumes, the splash and play area and jacuzzi!  

Pupils of Dove House once again proved    

themselves to be  wonderful representatives of 

the school community with their excellent     

behaviour and respectful attitude to all in this 

public environment. Their considerate approach       

towards one another also meant that every   

pupil had a fantastic time and finished the evening with a big smile on their face!  

Many thanks to all of the pupils involved for making the evening such a success!  





BTEC Science Forensics Trip Tuesday 1st May 

All BTEC Science students became Forensic Scientists for the day! They arrived at our 

“Crime Scene” at Privett all dressed up in white suits, masks and goggles.  The     

morning consisted of a walk around the crime scene and collecting evidence including 

fingerprints, hair, fibres and making a cast of footprints. In the afternoon, they became 

Forensic Analysts and analysed their evidence using microscopes, chromatography and 

chemical tests of samples of urine and powders. It was a fully packed and hardworking 

day which the students enjoyed. The crime booklet they completed will contribute to 

their BTEC Applied Science course. 

Forensics 





This term, the Vocational classes 

have been learning some        
valuable new skills. Before we 

said goodbye to the Year 11s, 
they completed an Enterprise 

project, within which they ran a 
fun sports evening and sold 

snacks and drinks to other  
members of Key Stage Four. The 

idea of the unit was to show the 
students how to start a business 

and try to make a profit.  
We would like to wish our Year 

11 Vocational pupils good luck 

for the future as they all leave 
with plenty of work experience 

after completing five different 
work placements.  

In Year 10, we have been using a range of practical skills this term. In the first half 

term, we worked with our friends at The Community Furniture Project to complete our 
unit on assembling furniture. We also prepared the Privett Centre for the Privett Flower 

Festival. 
In June, we welcomed Inspero to the school and the Year 10’s worked closely with 

them to make our school garden look amazing. We are currently growing a selection of 

vegetables and flowers including carrots, sweetcorn, tomatoes, sunflowers and       

marigolds.  



At the start of the term, Year 11 students brought their Home Cooking course to a     

conclusion by cooking and serving a 2-course meal for their final assessments.  



Towards the end of the term, Year 10 students began this journey by cooking a 2-

course meal in pairs, which was a treat for staff who were invited to eat with them in 

the beautiful sunshine.  

We also visited Morrison’s again to find out more about fish.  This included learning 

about different types of fish and how to select and cook them. However the highlight 

was definitely being able to hold a whole fish and look inside its mouth and gills! 



After months of hard work and stress, over 60 pupils took part in our Summer     

Showcase.  All of our Year 9 pupils performed alongside the Dance club and the Year 

10 BTEC and Foundation groups.  All of the pieces were based around musicals such as 

Bugsy Malone, Les Miserables and Grease.   

Pupils had worked incredibly hard in lessons to learn and rehearse pieces which        

included dance and drama elements.  Some pupils were brave enough to take on lead-

ing parts; others played crucial ensemble parts giving the pieces atmosphere and     

energy.  Pupils were very, very nervous but even in the heat, they managed to put in 

fabulous performances which the audience were amazed by. We had some lovely feed-

back from audience members, including: 'We really enjoyed the showcase last night.  

All the kids were amazing and we were very proud of our child who did a fantastic job 

despite being nervous.  Loved the moves!' and 'What a wonderful show - thank you!!'.  

The Creative Arts team would like to say a huge thank you to all of the parents who 

supported us by finding costumes and providing extra lunches!  As well as the fantastic 

parents, we’d also like to thank the other Dove House staff who chased pupils for 

forms, costumes and lunches, helped calm the nerves and gave up their time to sit in 

very hot child-filled classrooms both nights! We can’t wait to do it all again at      

Christmas! 







Diamond Dilys 

We couldn’t let the opportunity pass without       

congratulating our very own Dilys Buchan on         

recently becoming a finalist in the Place to be Proud 

of Awards, held here in Basingstoke. 

She may be retired from the main school, but did 

you know that Dilys still works with Post 16 and runs 

the Link Club? Dilys was nominated and shortlisted 

for the ‘Unsung Hero’ category due to the amazing 

work she does to support young people with special 

needs and their families in Basingstoke. 

We also congratulate Emma, who was also nominat-

ed for an award. She is a loyal and valued volunteer 

at the Link Club who works alongside Dilys. Well 

done to you both!  

Camping Skills at  

Alice Holt 

In readiness for their DofE Expedition   

next year, the Year 12s spent the 

day at Alice Holt Forest where they 

practised putting up tents, squeezing 

sleeping bags into those annoyingly 

small bags, map reading and orient-

eering. The    learners all worked  re-

ally well as a team and it was great 

to see them mastering new skills.  

The best moment of the day has got 

to go to Harry though, for getting both himself and a member of staff stuck in the mud 

and managing to get out with his socks still bright white! How did he do that?! 



Huge THANK YOU to Luxonic 

In May of this year, Luxonic put on a gala charity dinner at the Apollo Hotel, in aid of 

Dove House School Academy.  There was great food and fabulous entertainment on 

offer as people laughed the night away with a talented comedian, all whilst raising   

money for Dove House. Imagine our surprise a few days later when we were present-

ed with a cheque for a whopping £2,994! What an incredible total!   

We would like to say a HUGE ‘thank you’ to the amazing people (especially Jamie, 

Steve and Emma) at Luxonic who had the vision and determination to organise such a 

marvellous event. Guys – you are simply awesome. Thank you for all of your hard 

work, it is so appreciated.  

The money is going to be split between the school, Post 16 and the Link Club to     

provide: 

 Help to subsidise tickets to our Year 11 leavers prom  

 Specialist resources to aid the learning of pupils within the school who require 

special equipment eg: therapy equipment, specialist cooking aids for learners 

with physical disabilities and specialist sports equipment  

 Additional targeted support for learners with some of the biggest barriers to   

employment 

 A First Aid at Work course for all Post 16 students 

 Activities and equipment for our amazing Link Club 



Early Harvest 

 

Elderly residents at 

Abbey Court were 

excited to receive an 

early harvest when 

they were recently 

visited by some of 

the learners from 

Post 16.  

Freshly dug new   

potatoes and herbs 

were delivered to 

them in mini crates, 

ready for use in their 

own kitchens. People 

were amazed at the 

quality of the      

produce and said 

that they couldn’t wait to try it. Luckily the learners left before they got roped into 

having to do any washing up – but they promised to be back soon! 

Breakfast Club       

welcome to all!  

Just a reminder that Breakfast 

Club is open to all our students. 

There is no cost for this and no 

need to book, just come along 

and eat! Here are a few of our 

pupils enjoying some breakfast in 

the morning sunshine! 



The new building is starting to take shape! 



7GH trip to the Science Centre 

One of our Year 7 tutor groups, 7GH, enjoyed a trip to the Winchester Science Muse-

um on Monday 18th June. This included a visit to the exhibition as well as a private 

viewing of a ‘Solar System’ show in the state-of-the-art Planetarium.  

The trip offered pupils with a chance to learn and explore 

through the wide variety of interactive instalments within 

the exhibition, which offered something for everyone to 

enjoy!  

A particular highlight for staff and pupils was the        

Planetarium show. This was a guided tour, led by a live 

host, through the solar system and across our galaxy to 

learn about planets, stars and the universe, all in half an 

hour! The gentle pace, atmospheric lighting and quiet   

music made the experience relaxing and very therapeutic. 

So much so that one or two nearly had a little doze!  

Well done to the Year 7s who attended the trip so        

enthusiastically and sensibly.  





Miss Fox and Mrs Evans’ tutor groups recently enjoyed a trip to Privett.  Three other 

Year 9 girls joined us too.  We had a great time climbing at ‘Rock Up’ and showed great 

athleticism and bravery (even the staff!).  We then travelled to Lee-on-Solent for fish 

and chips on the beach.  Luckily, we managed to avoid the sea gulls stealing our din-

ner!  We enjoyed playing on the beach and skimming stones.   

The next day, we made 

our packed lunches and 

headed off for Queen 

Elizabeth Country Park.  

We completed a     

challenging obstacle 

course and had a picnic 

in the sunshine. Mr 

Pegler treated us to ice 

creams and many of us 

fell asleep on the bus 

on the way home!  

Tutor trips to Privett 



Cash for clothes! 

Thank you so much for all your support with our recent Bag2School charity collection.  

Thanks to everyone donating and getting involved, £265.20 was raised for the school!  

As always, we really appreciate the support we receive from our fabulous parents and 

carers. Even our lovely bus drivers and escorts emptied their wardrobes and what a 

difference it all made! 

“Tidy up the mountain bike         

container, Mrs Wilson!” 

 

I was set the challenge by the School Council to   

better organise the bike container.  Luckily for 

me, I had three young men with an interest in 

technology and woodwork and a volunteer from 

‘Men Shed’ to help me out.  I couldn’t have done 

it without them.   

Marcus and James worked with Keith Fowler on 

Tuesday afternoons to measure out, prepare the 

shelving and piece the parts together.  Along the 

way, Patrick also helped Keith on a Friday afternoon 

during Options. 

I would like to say a big thank you for all their hard 

work and dedication. 



When reflecting on another fantastic year at Dove House, it was wonderful to 
take a look at the newsletter. I am always amazed by the wonderful range of 

enrichment activities available and the students’ commitment, skill and resili-

ence when tackling them. I write in the middle of a jam-packed last week of 

term with all students learning new skills and facing new challenges. 

Within the curriculum, I have been thrilled with the application of all our        

students from Year 7 to Year 11; they have made fabulous progress. Equally, it 
has been a delight to watch the students develop their personal skills and we 

have received many wonderful comments from a wide variety of parents        

expressing their surprise and delight at the progress they have made with their 

communication and social skills. 

A big thank you to all those parents who returned their parent survey this year. 

The results were very positive, with 94% of you feeling we were meeting your 
child’s needs and 95% feeling your child is happy at school. To follow up on 

some issues raised, the parent forum group was initiated and we have now met 

twice as a group discussing many matters. As a direct result of the forum, you 
should receive a year group booklet outlining key information for your son/

daughter. Equally, we have taken on board a number of comments to form our 

new website. Please note this is still in development but hopefully it is providing 

all the key information you need. 

The summer newsletter always marks our goodbye to our Year 11s; they will be 

greatly missed but we marked them leaving with a fabulous leavers day and fun

-filled prom. We wish them well in their future projects and endeavours. We 

have already met their replacements as we hosted next term’s Year 7 students 

and parents for the first time a couple of weeks ago. We can’t wait for them to 

start in September.  

Following the dropping of national curriculum levels, we have a new assessment 

system to report with from September. The Classroom Monitor based system 
should precisely track students’ progress and help to inform accurate planning 

for teachers. We will give parents a rundown on how this will work in the new 

term. 

Our new building is progressing on schedule (completion February 2019) and at 

the time of writing the huge steel framework is being erected. The architect is 
working closely with the subject teams to get all the small details absolutely 

right to provide something very special for our students– all very exciting. 



We have also had a very successful year with the teacher training arm of Dove 
House (BASCITT).  Now in our fourth year, we have successfully produced a 

further 23 qualified teachers with 17 of the trainees getting teaching positions 

in Basingstoke secondary schools!   Next year’s recruitment is even better with 
28 trainees joining the programme for 2018-19.  This is testament to the   

quality and success of the programme.  This has been a hugely successful year 

for the Basingstoke Alliance SCITT with 61% of the trainees achieving         
‘Outstanding’!  The SCITT has also become one of the first accredited providers 

of the new apprenticeship route into teacher training in Hampshire.  

 
On the evening of Thursday 12th July at Bombay Sapphire Distillery, Laver-

stoke, 23 trainee teachers were awarded qualified teacher status (QTS) ena-

bling them to be employed as secondary schools teachers in Art, Computer Sci-
ence, English, Design and Technology, Geography, History, Modern Foreign 

Languages, Physical Education and Science. Over 90 people attended the event 

including trainees, their families, Head teachers and teachers from the Basing-
stoke schools.  One trainee commented that, ‘the evening enabled us, as train-

ees, to celebrate our success together with the incredible support network 

around us, and brought us all back together to share our last experiences from 
the final part of the course’. The event also celebrated the work of the Basing-

stoke Secondary Schools in the partnership with 21 mentors completing the 

new BASCITT Mentor and Coach Recognition.   
 

Staffing wise, it is a sad goodbye to Mrs Porta (Maths) who is returning with 

her family to Spain. Mrs Porta has been a fabulous teacher and tutor for the 
last 2 years. Miss Chapple (Textiles) will be on Maternity Leave from          

September. Mrs Hayhurst (Maths/Science) is moving to Somerset and we will 

miss her flexibility and professionalism that she has shown throughout her time 
at Dove House. Mrs Brookfield (Admin Team) is heading to pastures new      

following her 5 years as a member of a hard working team behind the scenes; 
we wish her well. Miss Urban (LSA) will be leaving to train as a History teacher, 

we may see her again soon! Joining us in September will be Mrs Shapland 

(English), Mrs Khawaja (World Studies), Mrs Latcham (LSA) and Miss Mallinson 
(Textiles). Finally, congratulations to Mrs Proudley on completing her fabulous 

Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT) year. 

 
Just a quick reminder that new Year 7s will return on Wednesday 5th          

September and the rest of the school on Thursday 6th September.  

And finally, as ever, a huge thank you for your wonderful support as parents. 
You have the most fabulous children who remain a pleasure to teach and whilst 

a summer break is very much appreciated at this point, I can’t wait for       

September already. See you soon!   


