
Congratulations and thank you to all that took part in the Dove 
House Fun Run or sponsored a child: a very impressive 

£2179.88 was raised. This will be used to update our 

fleet of mountain bikes. 

 

Welcome to our new style newsletter! designed by our very 
talented Mr Stroud.  

Basingstoke School Gala 4th October  

Dove House swimmers were excellent at the 
Basingstoke School Gala held at the 
Aquadrome Swimming Pool and hosted by 
Basingstoke Bluefins. 

Between them they achieved 13 first places, 
12 second places and 11 third places.  

Kai was awarded the “swimmer of the meet” 
trophy for outstanding swimming. 

Outstanding Ofsted 2019 

In our recent OFSTED report we 
are very proud to say we were 
awarded an “Outstanding” grade, 
stating that “The school prepares 
pupils exceptionally well for life in 
modern Britain”. You can access 
the full report on our website. 

www.dovehouseschoolacademy.com 



We hope that you are all now signed up to our new SIMS Parent App. This 
will be used for communications going home: giving consent for trips/
activities, general notices and club timetables. If you are having any issues 
with the app or are unable to access it please contact Mrs Bench via the 
school office. 

KS4 Food  

This term we have been using our cooking 
skills to raise money for charity.  At the 
start of the term we held a cake sale that 
raised over £100 for Macmillan Cancer 
Research. We then focused on the 
advantages of using fruits in season.  
Donations of endless bags of windfalls 
were skilfully prepared, made into apple 
crumbles and sold, raising nearly £30 for 
Children in Need. 

Christmas Showcase 2019 

On Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th December we 
had our Christmas Showcase which involved Year 10 
and 11 BTEC Performing Arts and foundation 
groups, the whole of Year 8, and the Dance and 
Drama clubs. Pupils performed brilliantly and 
parents enjoyed watching a variety of dance and 
drama acts many with a Christmas theme. Once 
again the Creative Arts department would like to 
say a huge thank you, not only to staff and pupils, 
but to the parents and carers who have supported 
the show. You have enabled the pupils to enjoy an 
amazing sense of achievement through your 
encouragement in the build up to the show and 
coming to watch their performances. We are 

already looking forward to the next show! 

Cricket 

We are very proud of our cricket team who won the Danny 
Bond Hampshire Cricket Competition on 24th October. 



Our pupils in international project 
A few weeks ago some of our pupils took 
part in the Royal Society of Chemistry's 
project to remake Tom Lederer's 
periodic table song. They appear in the 
song and in the end credits. You can view 
the video at: 

https://www.chemistryworld.com/#/ 

Calshot 2019 

Despite having the worst weather we can 
remember for a Calshot trip we had an amazing 
week. Our pupils have blown us away with their 
fantastic attitudes towards the activities. We 
have had incredible achievements, fears 
conquered, brilliant teamwork, and LOTS of 
wet clothing. We have really enjoyed our 
time and we are sure everyone has some 
fantastic stories to tell. 
 

Well done everyone!  

Breakfast club is open to all pupils from 8.30am 

every day free of charge. Thanks to some fabulous 
donations we are now able to offer the pupils a 
nice warming drink on these wintery mornings. 

Library update 
Since the library launched in September, it has been well used by pupils 
who are enjoying quiet time at lunchtimes and those who 
come to take books out. In November, we created a tree 
filled with book recommendations from staff at Dove 
House. Pupils have been enjoying looking at what their 
teacher's favourite books are.  
As we head towards Christmas, the Hampshire Winter 
Reading Challenge is starting. Pupils can take part in this 
by signing up at your local Hampshire libraries. It would 
be lovely to hear about lots of pupils reading over the 
holidays!  
Finally we wanted to say a huge thank you to those that have donated 
books. We are always very grateful for any donations people bring in.  

https://www.chemistryworld.com/#/


Maths 

Pupils have taken part in a numeracy colouring 
competition for Children in Need. 
Congratulations to everyone who entered, the 
entries were fantastic! 

Pupils across Key Stage 3 are continuing with 
their “Numeracy Workout” each week. Pupils 
are working really hard to improve their 
numeracy skills. Well done everyone! 

ICT 
Year 9 and 10 pupils have looked at why it is 
important to learn how to use ICT in a functional 
way.  They’ve looked at job advertisements and 
college courses online and discussed which skills 
would be of use to them…many agreed that 
these ICT skills are very useful indeed as 
technology is everywhere in many forms!  

Computing 

In KS3 this term we have been learning about staying safe on the 
internet on all hardware (not just the computers in school), 
especially when communicating with others.  We focus on being 
SMART online; you could test your children on what the letters 
stand for?  

 

 

 

 

Some pupils have been learning how to use 
ClaroRead which is a piece of software that reads 
text on screen and checks spelling, it’s a winner!  
In Scratch, pupils have created their own Maze 
and Pacman games and some pupils have programmed the Probot (a 
robot car) to move around the classroom and draw shapes.  

This term, year 10 pupils got to experience what Computing would 
be like at college and get a taste of different careers in the 
industry. They learnt some cryptography skills and tried to crack 
each other's codes. They were also given broken PCs and had to 
take them apart and fix. A great day was had! 



Our pupils in the LSB have successfully adapted to their new surroundings 
since moving over to C Block. They now have access to a much nicer space 
including a sensory area and have generally settled very well into the new 
location. 

Football 

In October we took part in the KS3 and KS4 
Portsmouth Sports Partnership football 
tournament. The two key stage 4 teams 
finished first and second respectively, scoring 
a phenomenal amount of goals. The Dove 
House key stage 3 team managed a third place 
finish in a very competitive competition. 

Life Skills 
Students have been braving the busy shopping 
centre to buy lovely Christmas gifts for their 
families and friends.  Students made good use of 
special offers and bargains to stick to their budgets 
and thoroughly enjoyed browsing the festive 
market.  It was a pleasure to take them into town 
and they represented the school wonderfully.  We 
hope you all enjoy your treats over the holiday. 

Digital Media 
The year 7 pupils have been 
developing their skills in 
Photoshop to create 
awesome posters 
about mythological 
creatures. Pupils 
learnt the skills over a 
series of lessons and 
then used these skills 
to independently 
create their own 
masterpieces! 



Creative Photography 

Year 10 have been spending 
some time this term 
exploring creative 
photography and improving their photographic 
skills. We have played around with 
reflections, depth of field and Photoshop 
editing to produce some exciting creative 
photography and the results look 
fantastic. The year 10 photography group 
have made a great start to their GCSE 
and we look forward to seeing what else 
they can produce next year! 

 POST 16 
At Post 16, The year 12s have excitedly 

been taking part in the 'try a train' event 
in conjunction with South Western 
Railways. Learner's got to spend the day in 
Winchester visiting the Christmas market 
and doing their Christmas shopping. They 
were developing their skills in , social 
communication, time management, money 
and budgeting skills and travel skills 

SCITT 
The next information 
event will be  
Saturday February 8th  
10am at Dove House. 



Textiles 

RM 

Digital media 

 

And Finally... 

At the end of another eventful and highly successful term at Dove 
House, it is a great time to reflect upon many wonderful achievements. 

Our Ofsted visit in September was highly successful and I am thrilled 
by the comments made in the report including; “ Pupils’ safety, welfare 
and learning lie at the heart of the heart of the Dove House way”, 
“Pupils thrive in the nurturing culture staff have created” and 
“Teachers expect the very best from their pupils”. We are an 
outstanding school thanks to the dedication, commitment and skill of 
our staff. We were delighted to have had this validated by the 
inspection team. 

 Our EPIC (Embedding Positive 
Interaction and Communication) 
project has been running since 
September and is  designed to 
develop the social communication 
skills of all our students. This 
project has been developed to 
make a difference to the lives of 
our students when they leave us and will help 
them lead as independent lives as possible.  

Another important element to promote independence is the quality and 
range of extra curricular activities. We are very proud of the range on 
offer at Dove House and I was very fortunate to witness the best 
example of this when attending our 2 Christmas Showcase evenings. 
Over 80 pupils took part and over 250 parents / families / friends 
attended where students overcame their nerves and performed 
superbly. 



Textiles 

RM 

Digital media 

 

And Finally... 

Special mention also goes to our “new” year 7s who have settled in well 
to life at Dove House and are making excellent progress. On the other 
end of the scale, our year 13s are now in their supported internship 
placements with a view to a permanent job in the summer. This 
transition and progress our students make from year 7 to full time 
employment is something we are all very proud of! 

In staffing matters, it is a fond goodbye to Miss Chapple (Textiles) who 
is returning to mainstream education and a Dove House hello to Mrs 
Anne Hill who will join us as our new Textiles teacher in January. 

Finally, as ever a huge thank you to all you parents / carers who provide 
a huge amount of support to us and the students. We wish you a fun 
filled and relaxing Christmas and New Year. 

Tom Pegler 


