
These resources are designed to be used with this video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FUOpmMacY0 
 
This document contains: 
• Each text with the questions to the right 
• Both texts without  the questions (if you want to play on Kahoot). 
 
Correct answers for the “Vincent” questions 
C, E, G, H 
 
Correct answers for the “Condemned boy” questions 
A, B, F, G  

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (AQA) – P2Q1 

Vincent painting on mobile - https://www.flickr.com/photos/jdhancock/12708712045/sizes/l 

The punishment of T King -  https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/1eca266d-9193-
4333-8103-79294bc9422a 
A letter from Vincent - https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/98a6a448-04e9-46a9-
83f2-9804557bafb0 
 
 

OR PLAY THE QUESTIONS AS “TRUE OR 
FALSE” GAMES ON… 

This resource was designed under a Creative Commons licence – you 
can share and adapt but not for commercial purposes. 
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My dear Theo, 
Yesterday I went to see Harry Gladwell, who’s home for a few days. 
Something very sad happened to his family: his sister, a girl full of life, 
with dark eyes and hair, 17 years old, fell from her horse while riding 
on Blackheath. She was unconscious when they picked her up, and 
died 5 hours later without regaining consciousness. 
 
I went there as soon as I heard what had happened and that Gladwell 
was at home. I left here yesterday morning at 11 o’clock, and had a 
long walk to Lewisham, the road went from one end of London to the 
other. At 5 o’clock I was at Gladwell’s. I’d gone to their gallery first, but 
it was closed. 
 
They had all just come back from the funeral, it was a real house of 
mourning and it did me good to be there. I had feelings of 
embarrassment and shame at seeing that deep, estimable grief, for 
these people are estimable.  
 
I talked with Harry for a long time, until the evening, about all kinds of 
things, about the kingdom of God and about his Bible, and we walked 
up and down on the station, talking, and those moments before 
parting we’ll probably never forget. 

Letter from Vincent van Gogh to his brother (1875) 

A The dead girl was 16 years old 
 
B Vincent went to see the family two hours after he 

heard what had happened. 
 
C Vincent arrived at the Gladwell’s at 5 o’clock. 
 
D The girl had been a blonde. 
 
E Vincent felt awkward when he got there. 
 
F Vincent’s sister had died. 
 
G Harry and Vincent talked about religion. 
 
H Vincent’s journey took six hours in total. 
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With horror we attempt to relate the progress of evil, generally prevailing among 
children, through the corrupt example of wicked parents: though we are 
constrained to confess that many a child through bad company, wickedly follow 
the dictates of their own will, and often bring the hoary heads of honest parents 
with sorrow to the grave.  
 
The errors of a guilty conscience crieth to heaven for vengeance against such 
wretched parents as belonged to T. King, who after eloping from their native 
place took obscure lodgings in East Smithfields, where they harboured the vilest 
characters & wickedly encouraged the only son in lying, stealing and so on.  
 
At the age of 7 years the parish humanely bound him an apprentice but his 
wickedness soon caused his master to discharge him - He was afterwards bound 
to a chimney-sweeper in the Borough, who soon repented having taken him, for 
he plundered every place that he was sent to work at, for which not only 
correction but imprisonment ensued. His master being an honest man brought 
him twice back with some property he had stolen which obtained him pardon, 
and prevented him from being transported. 
  
Lastly, his parents made him desert from his master, and bound him to a gang of 
thieves who sent him down the chimney of a jeweller in Swallow-st., where he 
artfully unbolted the shop window, out of which his companions cut a pane of 
glass, and he handed a considerable quantity of articles to them; but the noise he 
made alarmed the family, and he was taken into custody, but the others escaped. 
  
He was tried at last Old Bailey Sessions, found Guilty, and sentenced to die in the 
12th year of his age. After his sentence the confession he made struck those 
around him with horror, stating the particulars of several murders and robberies. 
We hope the dreadful example of this wretched youth may produce a lasting 
warning to the world at large. 

Confession of a boy, aged 12 years (1829) 

A The family of T King lived in Smithfields 
 
B The writer believes that some children are 

influenced by their parents but some are not. 
 
C T King was 8 when he was bound as an apprentice. 
 
D The chimney sweeper did not regret hiring King. 
 
E The chimney sweeper returned goods King had 

stolen three times. 
 
F King’s parents  made him leave the chimney sweep 

job. 
 
G King made a full confession after he was found 

guilty. 
 
H King’s first name was Batholomew. 
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Confession of a boy, aged 12 years (1829) Letter from Vincent van Gogh to his brother (1875) 


