
    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 

3rd January 2021 
 Extra INSET day closure Monday 4th January 
  
Dear Parents and Carers 
   
I hope that you have all enjoyed a restful and healthy Christmas break 
  
As I am sure you have seen in the press there is a changing landscape in terms of information from SAGE 
(Scientific evidence), the Department for Education and Teachers Unions. 
Basingstoke has now been placed into Tier 4 and the numbers of COVID positive cases is rising rapidly. 
  
In listening to the media and press I can imagine that it has left many of you anxious about your child 
returning to school. As you are aware, secondaries have been given time to stagger their opening to 
increase safety against this rapid transmission of the new variant of the virus. 
This has not been extended to special schools and we are operating under the DfE’s contingency 
framework. 
  
We will be implementing staff testing as quickly as we can, we do though require time to set this up and 
whilst the testing facility is now mandatory the test itself is voluntary for each individual. 
We will be distributing forms to you as parents so that you can decide whether you wish your child to be 
part of the lateral flow testing, this will though take a few weeks to sort. 
  
We will be introducing a more robust ventilation system in school and therefore during this cold period 
please ensure your child has plenty of layers on to keep warm. 
We will also be looking at further reducing the mixing of students and therefore for a temporary period may 
look at putting children into class sets to reduce cross infection of student to student or staff. 
  
The wearing of face masks will now be mandatory in all unstructured times unless your child is exempt. 
This means in the corridors or outside/inside the buildings at play times, everywhere except in classrooms 
during lessons. I also intend to set up daily temperature checks if possible. 
  
Following the news yesterday from the NEU, Unison and GMB advice I am not sure how many staff I will 
have available in school to teach or support your child. I have therefore decided to use the government’s 
extra INSET Day, albeit it at very short notice, to shut the school and post-16 to all students on Monday 
4th January, meaning that students will not return until the 5th January. Staff will be in school on the 4th 
working hard to ensure we introduce the safest measures possible to protect all of the Dove House 
Community, as best we can. 
   
If the government advice changes at any time regarding your child’s attendance I will of course inform you 
as soon as I am able. 
  
Chris Toner 
  
INTERIM HEADTEACHER 
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